MEDico-cHinunGicAL Rkvikvv.
[Jan. 1 remotely applied. The Greek authors admitted four kinds of revulsion : 1, from the superior to the inferior parts of the body ; 2, from the right side to the left; 3, from the anterior to the posterior parts ; and, lastly, from the internal to the external parts. It is well known that Hippocrates invariably let blood from a part as near to the seat of disease as possible ; and this practice was followed, till the Arabian physicians introduced the very opposite fashion of revulsive bleeding-. The above distinctions are now no longer regarded ; and, in the present day, the epithets are often used synonymously, as it is very obvious that there is no essential difference of meaning, bleeding-being designated sometimes as revulsive?at other times as derivative. It has been proposed, however, to limit the former appellation to the action which counter-irritants produce on the skin, such as that of blisters, rubefacients, &c. ; and the latter to the effect of medicines on internal organs, as is exemplified in vomiting, purging, &c. Dr. Sabatier employs the term " revulsion" alone, and thus defines its meaning:?" It is that vital phenomenon, in virtue of which a morbid affection of any part is either gradually lessened, or ]. A young man had for two years suffered from severe colicy pains, which were accompanied with diarrhoea ; the epigastrium was exceedingly tender, and especially after taking food ; frequent vomitings and great emaciation ; every sort of stomachic, anti-spasmodic, and soothing medicines had been fruitlessly tried.
Dr. Bourdier, who was now consulted, ascertained that most of the symptoms followed soon after the healing of a large boil on the thigh ; that they were generally mitigated whenever any small ulcers appeared on the toes, and aggravated when they were dried up ; a blister was applied over the site of the boil, and sinapisms to the toes ; and no sooner was a discharge established, than this patient began to recover, and speedily he was made quite well. Case2. A man had had for a longtime an eruption on the fore-arm?this suddenly disappeared, and a discharge from the urethra came on. M. Petit, to whom he applied, at first thought that it was a case of gonorrhoea, but the man swore that he had not exposed himself to any contagion, and that his wife was free of all disease. On further questioning him, he told M. Petit, that he had been subject to the cutaneous affection ; a blister was applied to the fore-arm ; the " dartre " re-appeared, and the discharge immediately ceased. 
